PREFACE

Sabbath', which has a wide bearing. And this brings
me to Puritanism.

Those who call themselves Puritans to-day are
prone to sun themselves in the flattering light of the
adjective 'pure', and to constitute themselves censors
of sexual offences in life, literature, and art. But this
is not, of course, the historical meaning of the word
and, in fact, Puritan nations have not been notable
for chastity and temperance. The 'purity' which gave
its name to the historical Puritans referred not to
life but to worship.1 What distinguished them was
an immovable conviction that all worship which had
not Scriptural sanction, especially the use (and here
the note of passion comes in) of any rite sanctioned
by the Roman Catholic Church (Le. by Anti-Christ),
was Sin, Idolatry, a thing neither to be practised nor
tolerated. This was the spirit which precipitated the
Puritan Rebellion, is the root and source of the
Protestant fanaticism which has left such an ugly trail
through British History in Penal Laws, Popish Plots,
Gordon Riots, and of which we hear the echoes still
in street sermons and the eloquence of Home Secre-
taries. That Rome was Anti-Christ was, if not the
cardinal doctrine, certainly the most animating con-
viction of historical Protestantism in Puritan England,
Scotland, and New England. If the Anglican Divines,
or the best of them, disputed this position, that was

1 Primum et primarium eorum quae arete tenent et accurate defen-
dant haec tarn invisa capita est Verbum Dei, Prophetarum et Apostolo-
rum scriptis comprehensum, numeris omnibus perfectum esse, eoque a
Christo capite Eccleaae suae traditum, ut eius canon sit et amussis unica in
rebus omnibus quae ad reKgionem cultumve divinum quocunque modo
spectant. Ac proinde illicitum esse quicquid in illo cultu eiusque ad-
ministratione peragitur, nisi eodem nitatur verbo. Adeoque nefas esse
ChrisQanoram aliquem ad ullum religionis cultusve actum cogi cuius
ratio ex Scripturis reddi nequit aperta.
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